Judy,

I have pasted my answers to your questionnaire below. They  are honest answers and in the unlikely event I win the seat I am no longer running for it's what you can expect. There are things that need to happen and that need is greater than my being on the Council. Do not vote for Brandi Williams who tonight at the El Pomar Forum stated she will use her time in office to conduct a national speaking tour, something critical to economic development.

Trust government to always find the most absurd, least efficient, and most expensive solution for non-problems

Tom Gallagher

1.       Do you believe that if you are elected to city council you will act more in a role of a delegate or a trustee for your constituents and why?

I stand on my previous record in office. I am disgusted the way government has been permitted to treat every law abiding citizen as if they were criminals; this is the bureaucratic mindset at the federal, state, and local level. 

2.       Amendment 64 passed in Colorado Springs, do you agree with the voters or are you against it? If against it what are your plans to address this issue if you are elected? 

As I told the CSMCC the only thing that matters is respecting the will of the people. I don't think marijuana should be regulated like alcohol. Marijuana should be regulated like marijuana. We already have a well regulated model in place and reinventing the wheel isn't necessary

3.       Do you believe that the security cameras downtown are worth the money that was spent? Do you believe that more are needed?

Government does not have the moral authority to use cameras. The system, once again prevails in its assumption that all citizens are criminals and require constant supervision.  Welcome to the  USSA

4.       Is having an independently minded mayor a benefit to the city council? 

It should be irrelevant. The City Council has failed to accept and define its role under  strong mayor governance. The referred ballot questions should be requests for the authority to act as a check on the powers of the mayor. 

Amending the City Charter the way the citizens did created a technical condition where City Council lacks standing to ask questions or compel answers. Granted this Council has wasted time asking all the wrong questions, but the City Council needs that authority.

One of the reasons I agreed to support Keith is his promise to champion the need for a Charter Commission. The question requires a vote of the electors. It authorizes drafting a completely new Charter, which is then submitted to the electors of the City for approval. The process limits the involvement of elected officials and the public sector employees to remove self interest bias.

This is an opportunity to define our government; to draw a box around it and prohibit out of the box thinking. It is the opportunity to set clear policy statements. For example, It is the policy of the City of Colorado Springs that it does not burn.  That we the citizens expect every available community resource to be applied to the effort. That means accepting with gratitude of all offers to provide heavy equipment and ignoring invisible jurisdictional lines instead of treating them as impenetrable barriers. We will ask forgiveness, but it is the policy of the City that it does not burn.

5.       What are your feelings on the recent legislation that has been passed regarding gun control? 

We exercise a gross misinterpretation of Home Rule Authority and instruct the CSPD to not enforce them. Then we defend our decision in court and the one thing the City Attorney's office excels at, legal delaying.

6.       What are your plans for bringing economic growth to Colorado Springs? 

Let's focus on what we are instead of what we are not. Instead of studying decommissioning a perfectly good power plant, (that is capable of burning natural gas if the new EPA coal emission standards are unobtainable. That also means there has never been  the need for new, expensive, experimental technology.) we should find an end user that thinks a rail yard and a power plant are assets. Perhaps SMC (Space and Missle Command) the R&D arm of the Air Force.

Of course that would require leveraging existing assets, like the fact that our City is home to NorthCom, US Army Space Command, US Space Command, NORAD,  USAFA, UCCS, CC, and the private sector US Space Foundation. 

7.       Do you agree with the Pan Handling ordinance that was passed in downtown Colorado Springs? Do you believe it was more for businesses or for safety downtown? 

Would you have done anything different? 

Government doesn't have the authority to limit speech, period. 

8.       If the pay raise for City Council passes do you believe it will bring a positive change to the face of City Council and why?

No. The raise comes without the requirement to earn it. Where are the expectations? Where is the job description?  This is the cart way ahead of the horse.

9.       If elected, in what ways will you interact with your constituents? 

I did and I will

10.   What are your thoughts on term limits for council members? 

Term Limits vest all institutional knowledge in the hands of the bureaucracy. I would be dangerous on the Council simply because I can ask questions knowing the answers about previous Council actions. 

This is even more important on the Utility side of the equation. What happened to all that drought planning that happened in 2003, 2004, and 2005 that was supposed to prevent ever having to implement water restrictions again? Why wasn't our west slope water moved to the Pikes Peak reservoirs all winter long? How come we got caught completely unaware…..again?

Term limits create problems larger and more damaging than they prevent.

11.   How will you reduce the current tax burden of Colorado Springs residents? 

No more business personal property tax

12.   Do you believe in the use of eminent domain? When is its use appropriate? 

Yes, but I never saw a legitimate request and never supported the City's exercise of the power.  The City condemned a lot of property while I was on the City Council and each time I stated it was a gross abuse of authority, staff disagreed

13.   Do you support the use of unmanned aerial drones for surveillance? 

No

14.   How will you reduce the city budget? 

I'm not sure I would. A Strong City Council requires resources and that are not in the budget. The Council needs to develop the budget, not rubber stamp the staff wish list. Council needs to set policy, not rubber stamp staff suggestions. Council needs to take ownership of its decisions and that requires oversight.  However, I would not grow the budget

15.   Do you support the concept that central planning is necessary to the long term viability of our communities? 

Central planning doesn't work; never has and never will. Oh… wait a minute …… I forgot ……. Welcome To The USSA
